














NORTHANTS NEWS

N

by David Bliss

Wellingborough’s First Win

ELLINGBOROUGH recorded

their first ever win in the South
East Midlands League when they beat
Kettering 6-4. Kelly James and John
Hoddle both played extremely well,
winning all four top singles two-
straight. 14-years-old Roderick Mar-
chant on his debut for the Senior team
justified his selection by winning one
of his singles whilst regular John
Davies failed to score.

Mixed fortunes for S.E.M.L. cham-
pions Northampton. A fighting 6-4
win at Cambridge was followed by
their first defeat in two years losing
to North Herts 7-3. Northampton then
showed that they were not keen to
surrender the title by hammering
Peterborough 10-0. They now -hold a
nine lead over North Herts who have
a game in hand, and with North Herts
having the tougher programme must
have a good chance of retaining it.

In the Northampton League Premier
Division a battle royal has developed
between U.T.C. “A” (who are led
by the town 1 and 2, John Goodall
and Colin Hogg) and Express Lifts
“A” who have a stronger all-round
team. Although U.T.C. have twice
beaten Express 6-4 the Liftmen at
present hold a one point lead. John
Goodall heads the averages with 1007%
followed by Colin Hogg (81%). Ex-
press’s Jock Aspinall is third (75%)
and Northants County cricketer Brian
Crump who plays for British Timken,
fourth (68%).

Interest in table tennis is so strong
in this county a meeting between
representatives of the Wellingborough,
Northampton, Kettering and Daventry
leagues has been arranged to re-form
the County Association which was dis-
banded six years ago.

MIDDLESEX NOTES

by Laurie Landry

Haslam's Surprise Defeat

XCITEMENT in Middlesex where
everyone thinks we have a great
chance of regaining the Premier
county championships title that we
used to win so regularly. Wins against
Yorkshire and Essex could clinch it.

Big event this month was the
Closed Championships where the big
surprise was England No. 7, Les
Haslam losing to Tony Robinson in
straight games. This paved the way
for Malcolm Sugden to reach the
final of the men’s singles. Karenza
won the women'’s singles for the first
time. Results :—

Men’s Singles — semi-finals: B.
WRIGHT (Willesden) bt A. Lindsay
(Fulham) 19, 18 ; M. SUGDEN (Wil-
lesden) bt A. Robinson (N. Middx)
18, 13.

Final : WRIGHT bt Sugden 17,
-19, 3.
Women’s Singles — final: K.

SMITH (N. Middx) bt A. Taft

(Acton) 15, 12.

Men’s Doubles—final : WRIGHT/
LINDSEY Ut L. Landry (Willesdeu)/
Haslam 13, 18.

Women’s Doubles — final: M.
GAFNEY (Staines)/M. WALKER
(Willesden) bt Taft / J. Redfearn
(Acton) -20, 19, 19.

Mixed Doubles—final : HASLAM/
GAFFNEY bt Wright/Taft -15, 16,
21.

Boys’ Singles—final : R. NAPPER
(Acton) bt M. Roberts (Acton) 13, 15.

Girls’ Singles—final : WALKER bt
C. Mann (Willesden) 25, -12, 17.

Within the county, championships
for the Leagues are now going Willes-
den’s way. This League have won 5
out of 5 and have only to play
Central, who have lost to North
Middlesex.

North Middlesex are most likely to
win the Junior Division whilst a
number of leagues can still win the
2nd and 3rd Divisions.
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STAFFORDSHIRE NOTES

by John Pike

Marathon Spreads

ROM the January issue, it appears

that other counties are experienc-
ing the marathon craze which is now
spreading through Staffordshire. A
number of youth clubs in the county
are all having a crack at the record,
but why has this non-stop table tennis
become so popular? With the E-T.T.A.

KENT NOTES

by Charles M. Wyles

Piddock Beats Neale

NCE again the County’s Premier
team figured in another 5-4
result, again adverse, but the most
exciting witnessed in the county for
many years. Yorkshire, who are lead-
ing the table, were quickly challenged
by the home County, the highlight
of the match being the victory of
Tony Piddock over Denis Neale, but
even this was not enough to hold off
the determination of the visitors.

The Juniors now seem all set to
retain the Southern Division decision
day being on February 4 against
Bucks.

Plenty of activity is lined up for
the next five weeks, commencing with
the Junior Closed at Blackheath and
closely followed by the Senior
Closed at Crystal Palace on March
19, when 20 tables will again be used.
Mr. F. Betts of 14 Julian Road,
Folkestone, is the Tournament Secre-
tary.

The fourth Annual Dinner and
Dance will be held at the Wig and
G own, Maidstone, on Saturday,

NORTHUMBERLAND NEWS

by Arnold Warents

Poser for Maureen

NORTHUMBERLAND progressed
in the Wilmott Cup, ousting
Huddersfield 6-3 in a hard-fought
match. Brian Burn (2), Stuart Lennie
(3) and Alan Ransome (1) were the
set gatherers. Hexham, unfortunately,
conceded their Rose Bowl match with
North and this presents the problem
as to Maureen Heppell’'s position.
The England international represents
North in the County Championships
but was duc 1o lead IHexham in their
inaugural Rose Bowl exploits. Does
she now join North’s bid?

The First Division of the North
League is still full of interest. North
Shields Y.M.C.A. “A” and Wesionians
are joint leaders, having dropped two
points apiece, followed by Newcastle
Y.M.C.A,, a further two points behind,
and Revac who have lost three
matches. At the bottom, with four
sides doomed to be relegated, it looks
odds on North Shields Y.M.CA.
*“C”, Dunston Hill Hospital and Tyne
Lead falling by the wayside.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE NOTES

by L. J. Smith

Suspensions and Births

AN HARRISON’S return to form
in winning the English Closed and
his defeat of Chester Barnes and
Stuart Gibbs in the County match
against Essex should help Gloucester-
shire in their final two matches. These
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are against Cheshire at home and
Hertfordshire away and both will
have to be won for survival.

The Essex game was watched by the
largest crowd ever to assemble for a
Gloucs. home match, all seats being
taken long before the match started.

Our Junior team gained their
second win of the season with a
narrow 6-4 victory over Somerset.
Stars for the winners were Stuart
Griffin and Richard Pepperd. Gloucs.
included 13-years-old Ian Terrett in
place of John Charles whose one
month’s suspension follows closely on
the suspensions of Cheltenham’s S.
White and L. Gresswell, all for con-
duct not in the best interests of Table
Tennis.

Finally congratulations to Bryan
and Shirley Merrett on the arrival of
their first child, a girl, and Ian and
Betty Harrison, whose child is a boy.
Gloucs. are hoping that they will
follow in the steps of their parents.

In Div. 2A, Tyne Dock’s chances of
promotion have severely diminished
with the premature retirement of South
Shields town player Fred Short. Other
challengers 1include Maccabi and
North Shields Boys® Club. It’s a three-
horse-race in Div. 2B also, for New-
castle YM.C.A. “B”, South Shields
Corporation and Newcastle University
are fighting a close battle. Shields lost
their first match of the season to New-
castle. who are now clear favourites.

North Shields have been greatly
strengthened with the move of Lanca-
shire’s Ron Allcock into our area.
Their prospects of warding off Hex-
ham’s challenge for the Town League
title appear bright, particularly since
they disposed of Newcastle 7-3, and
Hexham have yet to meet Newcastle.

The latest County rankings are:—
Men—-

1. B. Burn; 2. S. Lennie; 3. A.
Ransome; 4. A. Warents; 5. A. Chil-
vers; 6. R. Bhalla; 7. P. Whiteman;
8. J. McLeod; 9. G. Thomas; 10. L.
Heppell.

Women—

1. M. Heppell; 2. E. Chape; 3. F.
Kauffman; 4. D. Ward; 5. P. Jackson;

6. L. Atkinson; 7. V. Baker; 8. J.
Turnbull.
Boys—

1. C. Grassie; 2. B. Thomas; 3. P.
Jackson; 4. M. McMaster; 5. J.
Barrass; 6. F. Wood.

Girls—

1. M. Heppell; 2. V. Baker; 3. N.
Ferguson; 4. T. Heppell; 5. E. Samp-
son.

March 11.
wine.)

When the final count is taken in
the County Schools’ Team Cham-
pionships, it is expected that well
over 300 schools will have partici-
pated. The Championships have been
organised in four zones, with the
finals scheduled for Ashford on
Saturday, February 18.

1t looks as if the Kent League
championships will not be settled
until the last match of the season
when the two unbeaten teams, N.W.
Kent and Beckenham meet on the
latter’s table. Similarly, the promo-
tion battle will not be resolved in
Division 2 (South) until Canterbury
meet Thanet on the same date. Wool-
wich seem set fair to retain the
Women’s Division for the third suc-
cessive season.

(Price 25s. inclusive of

holding no records of these long
drawn out affairs, can we now accept
the 54 hours set up by Sussex Univer-
sity as a world record?

A lot has been written about a super
league for football but now if Arthur
Wall, the West Bromwich secretary,
gets enough support there could be
one in local table tennis circles next
season. I like this idea for it would
bring together the top clubs from West
Bromwich, Walsall, Wolverhampton
and any of the smaller leagues who
are interested. Talking of West Brom-
wich and the Rose Bowl competition
quickly comes to mind. Last season
they reached the last 8 before going
out to Manchester and this season they
are hoping to improve on that.

Their summer league at West Brom-
wich has been running for 12 years
and it seems that each year it gets
more popular. One club from Wolver-
hampton sent in their entry for next
summer before the start of this season.
It is not often that Stafford appear in
the county notes, so it was something
of an event when Jack Carrington
visited the county town for a coaching
session at the end of January.

Most of the local leagues have
shown an increase in entries for their
closed championships this season.

1 have little news from the Potteries,
except that Reg Wain is their only
representative in the county side and
he is having a very good season with
the second team.

SURREY NOTES

* Discretion ’

ONGRATULATIONS to

“ Connie ” Warren on his recent
rise to third place in the men’s English
ranking list. Though our still indiscreet
ex-wild boy sets problems, inter-
national selection must now come his
way.

The Inter-League programme, with
the emphasis on two women players,
still proves the best for judging all-
round ability where no one, or two
stars, can carry a team to undeserved
heights. For those unable to compete
in this, the County are, in February,
holding the one-day knock-out team
events, men’s and women’s. It will be
interesting o see how the " outside
leagues fare in straight tourney.

SURREY INTER-LEAGUE
COMPETITION FOR
THE HARDING CUP

League Table to 21.12.66

P WDL F APts.
Byfleet 4 4 0 025 7 8
Guildford 4 3 0 11913 6
Thames Valley 4 2 0 217 15 4
Sutton 4 01 31022 1
Leatherhead 4 0 1 3 923 1

Joe Howsam, with some good wins
in the Percy Johnson Cup matches,
has shown the typical rise in standard
we have been fortunate with over the
past few years. Each time we lose our
No. 1 junior we fear for the loss yet,
each time, the newcomer has risen to
the challenge.

Clive Morris, whose only County
experience to date has been in the
“Bernard Crouch” Series has been
rewarded for recent wins over Pid-
dock, Radford and Lawrence with
selection for the County second team
against Hampshire, due to have been
played on January 21.

On the same date variable George
Muranyi had the chance to regain his

spot in the Premier team. With only

NORTH-EAST MIDLANDS LEAGUE by Leslie Constable

Northampton Deteated

ORTH HERTS inflicted wupon

Northampton their first defeat
since the 1964-5 season and are now
firm favourites for the title. North
Herts are also well placed in all other
sections and have yet to be defeated
in any. Can they do a quartet of
victories ? Their main asset is Eric
Hall who defeated Northampton’s

CONTACT

EXHIBITIONS GIVEN ANYWHERE IN BRITAIN
BY
MARY AND BRIAN WRIGHT

Ken Mathews, 11 South Norwood Hill, London, S.E.25

top men, Goodall and Hogg, which
humbled the champions in a 7-3
home defeat. Leading positions :—

MEN
MEN’S SECTION

PWDULF AP
Northampton ......... 6 5 0 140 20 40
Bletchley 6 4 1 1382238
North Herts ... 5 5 0 036 14 36
8t, Neots ...... 5 3 0 23119 31
Bedford ............... 5 4 0 1302030

WOMEN’S SECTION
P WD LF AP
Kettering . 6 5 0 146 14 46
North Herts 5.5 0 045 5 45
Bedford ...... 4 3 0 128 1228
St. Neots ... 4 2 0 22416 24
Northampton .. 6 1 1 42040 20

VETERAN SECTION
P WD LF AP
Ely & Dist, 6 3 0 3293129
Peterborough . 4 3 0 1251525
Bletchley ......... .4 2 1 1211921
Northampton 3 21 018 12 18
Wellingboro’ 31 0 2181218
Bedford ...... 4 1 0 318 2218
North Herts 2 2 0 015 515

JUNIOR SECTION
P WD LF AP
St, Neots ...... 5 3 2 03228 32
North Herts 3 3 0 024 624
Bedford ...... 4 2 2 02317 23
Peterboro’ ...... 4 2 0 22020 20
Bletchley ............... 4 1 0 32020 20

By Jim Forrest

> Called For

two points from three matches the
selectors obviously must find confi-
dence in the team before opposing
Kent and Essex.

Ron Penfold who had a run as third
singles player retained his doubles
place with Connie. Neither of these
would be called pure doubles players
but they do “ gell ” which is essential
to get the best out of the latter and
make use of our outstanding man.

SUSSEX NOTES
by John Wocdford

SEVEN YEAR EFFORT
REWARDED

EVEN vyears ago 15-years-old Judy

Williams and Mary Shannon repre-
sented England juniors in West Ger-
many. Since that time Judy has spent
a great deal of time on the tournament
circuit and occupied every position on
the ranking list from four down, some-
times wondering if all the effort was
worthwhile.

All the late-nights, missed parties,
patience and determination were
rewarded early last month when a fine
performance at the English Closed led
to Judy being chosen for the 1967
quadrangular series and a No. 4 rank-
ing. Judy is the third Sussex player in
recent years to attain national honours
the other two being Charlie Seaman
and Peter Shead.

The two biggest county junior events
of the year, the junior inter-league
competition and the Sussex Junior
Closed are imminent. In the Closed
Terry Riley and Diane Gard are
expected to bow out of the junior
ranks by taking both singles titles.

Classified Advertisements

ACCOMMODATION TO LET

TABLE TENNIS CLUB ROOM avail-
able Wednesday and Friday evenings.
Near Drury Lane—Apply: EUSton
3772. Alec Brook.

FOR SALE

CLOTH CLUB BADGES made to your
own design, in any quantity. Low prices,
quick delivery.—S. A. Cory & Company,
35b, Tooting Bec Gardens, Streatham,
S.W.Ié6.

HARRY VENNER

(ENGLAND AND SURREY)
now available for coach-

ing after his successful
Australian tour.

All enquiries:

14, CRANHAM ROAD,
HORNCHURCH, ESSEX
(Hornchurch 46344)


















